CHAPTER 15
'THE EIGHTEEN-NINETIES
end of the ' three-decker days' coincided with the begin-
JL nings of a whole group of publishers who were destined to make
their influence felt. T. Fisher Unwin, one of the first of the new-
comers, was born, like many of our earlier publishers, with printer's
ink in his veins. His father, Jacob Unwin, was the founder of the
Gresham Press; his mother belonged to the Millers of Dunbar and
Haddington, printers and booksellers, whose Cheap Magazine, to
which Sir James Barrie refers in AuldLicht Idylls, preceded Chambers's
Journal by twenty years. After serving with Hodder and Stoughton,
Fisher Unwin started on his own account in Holborn Viaduct,
where he bought the small publishing business of Marshall, Japp,
and Company. Two years later he moved to 26 Paternoster Square.
Here, in a room over which appeared the name of Alfred Harms-
worth, facing Fisher Unwin's private office, Answers was born, to
give the future Lord Northcliffe his first journalistic triumph.
With the growth of his own business Fisher Unwin presently
established himself at 11 Paternoster Buildings, where many of the
early books of a new generation of authors were issued. He was one
of the first publishers to welcome the unknown novelist with some-
thing like open arms. Hitherto, largely through the influence of the
circulating libraries, who frowned on unknown authors, the budding
novelist was heavily handicapped by the tradition that first books
had to present exceptional promise of popular success to justify the
risk of publication. Circulating libraries, however, were no longer
the deciding factor. The bookshops and bookstalls were feeling the
influence and supplying the needs of a better-educated public, and
Fisher Unwin was among the first publishers to tickle its literary
palate with unaccustomed fare. The Pseudonym Library, one of
Ms earliest experiments, was evidence of his faith that if a book
possessed the right literary quality it would make its way whatever
the author's name might be. He confirmed this belief at a later
date, when he moved to Adelphi Terrace, with his First Novel
Library.
The  Pseudonym  Library,  a  series  of eighteenpenny, paper-
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